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• The Japanese government held a cabinet meeting on April 13th and 

officially decided to discharge the nuclear wastewater stored in the 

Tokyo Electric Power Company’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear 

Power Plant into the sea.



• The impact of nuclear wastewater on ocean pollution.

1. The economic downturn of the aquaculture industry.

2. The inability to sell seafood to make ends meet.

• Endangered the ecological environment of neighboring countries.

• Caused great international repercussions.

Different countries focus on different points in their reports 

→ Conduct public opinion guidance.



part02
Language and culture



The news report of different countries guide people to a specific view 

All news is biased!

We separately choose news report from Japan,  

America and China.

Let’s have a look if there are different use of language.



请在母版更改您的标题

There is no subject in this sentence. The subject is hidden.

We think it's a cover-up because it looks like there's compensation 

but it doesn't say who's responsible. 

Suppression:01

02 Anonymization：

The local government and fisheries companies joined in.

A new meeting of relevant ministers will be established to monitor 
the implementation of these measures.

Participants in texts can often be anonymized. we don't know exactly who.

It also masks the unequal access these journalists have to officials.



请在母版更改您的标题

It is not just a particular person but a whole company that requires 

something. This conceals certain issues. 

Personalization and impersonalization

：
03

04 Pronoun versus noun: the ‘us’ and ‘them’ division

：

TEPCO's voluntary standard for discharging into the sea is less than 1,500 
becquerels per liter.

I'm ready to take the lead and take responsibility for the measures.
I would like politicians to repeatedly visit local communities and listen to the real 
opinions of the residents.

First sentence: get closer to the people

Second sentence: It shows that politicians and residents are not 

on the same side. 



请在母版更改您的标题

Functional honorifics: Suggest a degree of seniority or a role that requires 

a degree of respect, which enhances the credibility of what he said

Use of honorifics:05

And Nomination or functionalization:

Takami Morita, a senior researcher at the Radioactivity Research Group of the 
Fisheries Resources Laboratory of the Fisheries Research and Education 
Agency, who served on the national subcommittee, said

Individualization versus collectivization：

The local government and 

fisheries companies joined in.

Residents of Fukushima Prefecture 

have reported that

A man in his 70s in Soma City



请在母版更改您的标题

• Tell the truth firstly

• The Japanese government has delay the process 

for a long time

CNN of America



请在母版更改您的标题

• Quotes some statements such as “lower”, “weak”…

• Lead people to have the perspective that the treated water 

has a very low influence to human’s health

CNN of America



请在母版更改您的标题

• Uses the functional honorifics of “IAEA Director General” 

• Lead to think the treated water has been admitted by the 

international organizations.

CNN of America



请在母版更改您的标题
Chinese news report

• Very certain language

• Lead people to think that Japan shouldn’t 

release the treated nuclear water



请在母版更改您的标题
Power

• China uses clear language.

• By using more authoritative materials, the

power in the reports of America and Japan

gets stronger.
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请在母版更改您的标题
Japanese media

• looking off frame

• look upwards

• high status and positive characters

• a sense of dealing with issue straight on



请在母版更改您的标题
CNN and China fenghuang site

• gaze

• looking off frame

• look upwards

• high status and positive characters

• a sense of exhausted and tired

• show a dangerous feelings to viewers

• pose

• move his mask

• nervous and sophistry status



请在母版更改您的标题 China CCTV interviews

• looking off frame
• look upwards

• a sense of dealing with issue straight on

• without fear(to the problem)

• looking off frame

• look downwards

• fear and anger

• don’t know how to deal with

• hope to be helped
• pose
• closed poses and without special postures

• stillness

• a sense of distance and independence

• the seriousness and tension of the problem

• (shy and less confident)



请在母版更改您的标题 interpretation of nuclear 

wastewater elements

• China fenghuang site
• radioactive water

• watch, fluorescent substance

• Japan media

• treated water

• O, H, T elements



请在母版更改您的标题images of containers for 

nuclear wastewater

China CCTV China fenghuang site

Japan media CNN
·some small containers 

·huge and high containers ·so many containers 

·how people wear in this place 
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